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mission
Driven by the belief that each of us can thrive when life has hope and 
opportunity, Rising Ground provides caring support and proven paths 
to positive change, helping children, adults, and families rise above 
adversity.

vision
Rising Ground envisions a future for New York where every child has 
an equal opportunity to succeed; where vulnerable individuals and 
families have the resources and support they need; where people 
with disabilities can access opportunity and fully participate in their 
communities; and where all are supported as they navigate life’s 
challenges and positively direct their lives.

values
Rooted in an unshakeable belief in every individual’s ability to change 
and grow, we value accountability, connection, tenacity, and service as 
we help children, adults, and families pursue their dreams and goals.

Helping children, adults, 
and families thrive!

2,000+
employees

30,000+
program participants

101
programs

143
sites

72,000+
children, adults, and families supported
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Matt Del Percio
President,  
Board of Directors

Alan Mucatel
Chief Executive Officer

From Our Leaders

Dear Friends,

With recent continued growth, a greater positive impact across the 
region, and substantial investments in our workforce, physical 
locations, and operations that improve the efficacy, philosophical 

underpinnings, and responsiveness of our work on behalf of our neighbors, it 
continues to be an exciting time at Rising Ground. Rising Ground now provides 
direct support to over 30,000 individuals through our diverse programs and 
services, while also helping over 72,000 family and community members via 
activities and events, as well as with direct service and helping them support 
people they care about. We operate more than 100 programs at 143 sites 
throughout New York City and lower Westchester County.

We saw several significant program expansions and openings in 2024 — some 
anticipated and some unexpected. In February we opened Foundation Place, 
New York City’s only Center-Based Respite Program, providing support 
for up to 21 days for children aged from birth to 14-years-old whose parents 
are temporarily unable to care for them. Foundation Place fills a gap in family 
stabilization services by allowing parents and caregivers to find temporary  
care for their children without having them enter the child welfare system. 

In the spring, a colleague agency (St. Christopher’s Inc.) closed its Residential 
Treatment Center (RTC) and as a result, Rising Ground was invited to affiliate 
with Greenburgh-North Castle (GNC) Union Free School District to support 
youth attending their schools who need a higher level of care through our RTC. 
GNC is a public school district specifically designated to support students with 
special education needs. Rising Ground is now the sole organization providing 
RTC care to GNC students. With this affiliation Rising Ground again elevates its 
work with children with special education needs. 

Our immigration services also expanded with the new From Hope to Home 
program. Consisting of home studies to further assess the safety of homes 
and potential sponsors of children in our Passage of Hope unaccompanied 
migrant child program, From Hope to Home also provides post release services 
to assist the sponsor/family with the support and resources they need to 
ensure the child’s physical and mental well-being. The new program creates 
a continuum of care for unaccompanied children by helping to facilitate their 
successful and safe integration into their new communities.

As we acknowledge these achievements in service and expansion of reach, 
we note that significant changes in federal policy and funding are altering 
the landscape for human services, making the need for private support even 
greater.  What Rising Ground achieves can only happen with unflagging support 
and generosity from our donors. 

Thank you!
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In 2024, Rising Ground...

Provided Services to

Assisted

Supported

Stabilized the families of

Provided

Helped

survivors of intimate partner 
violence including therapy, 

advocacy, and case management.

runaway and homeless youth who visited 
our Queens-based Drop-in Centers for 
meals, showers, and assistance with 

housing, counseling, and other supports.

children within our 
Unaccompanied Migrant 

Child program.

children facing serious 
challenges, with 95% of the 
families remaining intact.

low-income individuals with access to 
healthcare services and related supports 

through our Community Education & 
Healthcare Navigation project.

of high school seniors in foster care 
graduate with 87% of these enrolling in 
post-secondary education through our 

Rising Futures program.

1,082

3,400

1,366

2,206

400

80%
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Conducted
Provided

Supported

Saw a 

in-person and

tele-health appointments through our 
State-licensed Mental Health Clinics.

beds for runaway and homeless youth 
each night in our 10 residences, and 

placed 67 individuals in stable housing 
through our Rapid Re-housing services.

individuals with Intellectual/
Developmental Disabilities with 140 
individuals residing at 29 permanent 

Rising Ground community residences.

average increase in child 
development scores by children 
in our Early Head Start program.

2,210
10,653

183

267

20%

Helped

of participants in our Atlas Community 
Violence Intervention Program 
complete their pretrial period  

with no violent felony re-arrest.

94%

Provided

of Close to Home residential beds  
in New York City within our Justice 

for Youth & Families division.

42%
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Throughout the year, Rising Ground holds targeted donation drives to 
provide direct support to tens of thousands of children, young people, 
and families. This includes an Essentials Drive for homeless young 
people, a backpack and school supplies drive for children aged pre-k to 
high school, Thanksgiving food drives, a holiday toy and gift drive, and 
a winter clothing drive for runaway and homeless youth. In addition to 
providing much-needed items, the drives provide an opportunity for 
volunteers to connect directly with our work and distribution events 
allow us to partner with community organizations and provide hands-
on direct support.

Community Connections

The Yard - East Flatbush Family Enrichment 
Center Thanksgiving turkey and food giveaway.

Volunteers from United Nations Federal Credit 
Union packing backpacks with school supplies.

Volunteers from Ernst & Young, including Board member 
Ellen Polansky, distributing donated toys at the Ames Center.

Family Resource Center back-to-school event in The Bronx.
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Matt Del Percio
President

José Martin Jara
Vice President

Allen Waxman
Vice President 

Carol Chen
Treasurer

Brigette R. McLeod-Williams
Secretary

Margery E. Ames, Esq.
Susan S. Benedict
Judith Benitez
Joyce R. Coppin-Mondesire
Adani Illo
Rakesh (Rick) Jain
Jason Kyrwood
Dorothy Mehta
Gary Moross
Karen Myrie, M.D.
Ellen Polansky
Matthew Porter
Robert Schanz
David Theobald
Graham Thomas
Duncan James Turnbull
Dr. Colleen Griffin Wagner

Members Emeriti:
Carol Oughton Biondi
J. Dennis Delafield
Frances R. Olivieri, Esq.
Elizabeth Renyi
G. Crossan Seybolt, Jr.
Phoebe R. Stanton
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S Alan Mucatel
Chief Executive Officer

Laura Grossfield Birger 
Chief Legal Officer

Elliot Hagler
Chief Financial Officer

Susan Sampogna
Chief Program Officer 

Lissa Southerland
Chief Operating Officer

Diana Amado
Senior Vice President for  
Immigration Services

Leo Campbell
Senior Vice President for  
Human Resources

Ryan Garofalo
Senior Vice President for  
Intellectual & Developmental 
Disabilities & Health Services

Shanikwa McIntyre-Ligonde
Senior Vice President for  
Residential Services

Jose Reyes
Senior Vice President for  
Quality Management

Travis Rodgers
Senior Vice President  
Organizational Culture & Inclusion
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Back Row, L-R: Carol Chen, Ellen Polansky, Matthew Porter, Gary Moross, Rakesh (Rick) Jain, Graham 
Thomas, Susan Benedict, Karen Myrie, M.D., Dr. Colleen Griffin Wagner, Matt Del Percio, and Robert Schanz.
Front Row, L-R: Allen Waxman, Jason Kyrwood, Margery E. Ames, Esq., Alan Mucatel, and Dorothy Mehta.
Photo by Ben Asen Photography.

Rising Ground was 
selected to participate 

in Morgan Stanley’s 2024 
Strategy Challenge. Over 
10 weeks, staff from 
our senior management 
and mental health 
services teams worked 
with Morgan Stanley 
employees to address 
strategic challenges, 
specifically how Rising 
Ground could grow its 
community mental health 
services. The team’s final 
recommendation was to 
open a clinic in the South 
Bronx. For their efforts, the 
Morgan Stanley staff were 
awarded 3rd prize among 
their colleagues based 
on their work on Rising 
Ground’s behalf, and Rising 
Ground was provided 
a grant to go towards 
implementing the plan.

Morgan  
Stanley 
Challenge

Morgan Stanley and 
Rising Ground staff on the 
Strategy Challenge team. 8



Liabilities & Net Assets

Liabilities 	 $103,450,964
	 Current Liabilities 	 $61,716,521 
	 Long-Term Liabilities 	 $41,734,443
Net Assets 	 $66,407,781
	 Unrestricted 	 $64,046,685
	 Restricted 	 $2,361,096

Total Liabilities & Net Assets 	 $169,858,745 

Assets

Cash and cash equivalents 	 $5,474,989
Investments, at fair value, 
   current portion	 $49,603,699
Accounts receivable 	 $40,221,495
Other receivables 	 $150,495
Prepaid expenses 	 $943,947
Assets Limited as to Use	 $19,194,071
Other Assets – Net	 $54,270,049

Total Assets 	 $169,858,745

Rising Ground is funded through 
public sources, as well as through 
the generous support of individuals, 
foundations, and corporations.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024.

Public funding sources include the New York City Administration for Children’s Services, New York City 
Department of Education, New York City Department of Youth and Community Development, New York City 
Human Resources  Administration/Department of Social Services, New York City Department of Probation, New 
York City Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice, New York City Mayor’s Office to End Gender Based Violence, New York 
City Council, New York State Office of Children and Family Services, New York State Education Department, New 
York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities, New York State Office of Victim Services, New York 
State Office of Mental Health, New York State Office to Prevent Domestic Violence, U.S. Department of Health & 
Human Services, Office of Head Start and Office of Refugee Resettlement, Medicaid, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, Westchester County Department of Social Services, and local school districts of Nassau, 
Westchester, Rockland, Putnam, Stueben, and Orange counties.

FY 2024
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Revenue & Other Support

Program Services 	 $196,904,186

Individual, Foundation &
Corporate Contributions 	 $1,761,361 

Special Events 	 $481,381

    Direct Costs of Special Events	 (-$110,331)

Investment Income	 $6,776,882

Other Income	 $1,663,482

Miscellaneous Income	 $207,000

Total Revenue 	 $207,683,961

Operating Expenses

Program Services 	 $181,153,444	

Supporting Services 	 $26,037,986

	 Management & General 	 $25,553,804

	 Fundraising	 $484,182

Total Expenses 	 $207,191,430

87%
of funds received 

go to direct service

Thank you for 
your support!
Learn more and donate at 
RisingGround.org/Donate

While public contracts make up a large portion 
of Rising Ground’s funding, individual, foundation, 
and corporate contributions are critical to 
ensuring we can provide the highest quality of 
support to help New York City area children, 
adults, and families overcome adversity.

Operating Expenses

Children & Family Services  $111,846,799

Anti-Intimate Partner Services  $6,370,818

Developmental Disabilities  $26,175,774

Special Education  $1,767,358

Early Childhood  $7,368,086

Juvenile Justice  $27,624,609
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$100,000+ 
Mother Cabrini Health Foundation
The Pinkerton Foundation
New York Community Trust
Trinity Church Wall Street  
	 Philanthropies

$50,000 - $99,999 
The Ira W. DeCamp Foundation
Jason and Diana Kyrwood
Open Impact Real Estate
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption

$25,000 - $49,999 
Susan and Rodman Benedict
Joyce Coppin Mondesire
Matthew and Caroline Del Percio
Gould Trust Leake &  
	 Watts Child Home, Inc.
Lamb Insurance Services
Mutual of America
Beth and Tom Renyi

$10,000 - $24,999 
JWL Foundation
TD Charitable Foundation
Margery E. Ames, Esq.
Atlantic Tomorrow’s Office
BDO USA, LLP
Carol Chen and Harvey Kreiswirth
The Dammann Fund, Inc
DLA Piper LLC

Pfizer Pharmaceuticals Co.
The Hyde and Watson Foundation
Axel Kirstein and Kathleen McGuire
Thomas and Linda Mellina
Morgan Stanley Foundation
The  Motion Picture Club Foundation
Pine Tree Foundation of New York
David Theobald and  
	 Giovanna Bernardini
Graham and Molly Thomas
The Thomas & Agnes  
	 Carvel Foundation
USI Insurance Services
Venable Foundation
Allen and Brina Waxman
Workforce Professionals  
	 Training Institute

$5,000 - $9,999
Jo Ann Davaris
East End Group
Matt and Laura Hughes
Marilyn Lichtman Foundation
Brigette R. McLeod-Williams  
	 and Carlton Williams
Paul McManus
Alan Mucatel
New Yankee Stadium  
	 Community Benefits Fund
Nixon Peabody LLP
Olivieri Johnston Family Foundation
Frances and Lowell Olivieri
PharMerica

Matthew Porter and Glynis O’Leary
RDL Security Solutions, LLC
Frances Resheske
Kayla Jaclyne Jewelry
Sarah I. Schieffelin Residuary Trust
Scotty Electric Corp.
Duncan Turnbull and Gabriella Fuller
UnitedHealth Group
The Warburg Pincus Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999 
Ace Endico
Antenucci Mechanical Inc.
Arrow Office Furniture
BFA Partners inc
Nykisha Brown
Caph Contracting Excavation  
	 and Building Contractors
Joseph* and Lynne Cotter
CRH Foundation
Cullen and Dykman LLP
Priscilla Dilello
HSBC USA and Americas
Adani Illo
Ingram Yuzek Gainen Carroll  
	 & Bertolotti, LLP
Rady Johnson
Keane & Beane, P.C. Attorneys At Law
J. Dudley and Virginia Kimball
KKR
Carol I. Kover
Dorothy and Ariz Mehta
Carlton Mitchell
Elizabeth P. Munson
Karen Myrie, M.D.
Optimus Primers
Child Welfare Fund
Richard Rieger
Cassie Rosenberger
Susan Sampogna
Daniel Siconolfi
Tiger Tail Family Foundation
United Nations Federal Credit Union
E. Waide and Cecilia Warner
Angela White

Rising Ground is deeply grateful 
to all our supporters and partners!

DONORS

We have made every effort to create an accurate report of donors 
for the period from July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024. If we have 
inadvertently omitted your name or listed it incorrectly, please 
bring this to our attention at Advancement@RisingGround.org.

FY 2024



$1,000 - $2,499
Estate of Al  Jolson
Diana Amado
Clement Benedict
Kathryn Benedict and G.C. Borrero
Laura Grossfield Birger and Jon Birger
Treacy Brothers
Thomas Campanile
Margaret Clark Golden
Catchy Pest Control
John D. Delafield
Jared Derector
Driscoll Foods
Cara Edwards
Steven Fahmie
Federation of Protestant  
	 Welfare Agencies
Esther Fein
Jim Florack
Patricia Gallagher
Mindy and Michael Goldstein
	 Good+Foundation
Patrick Mc Gowan
Steven Grant
Elliot Hagler
David Hindie
Joseph and Lesley Hoopes
Nancy Hruska
Suk Hyun Hahm
JP Morgan Chase Foundation
Whitman Knapp and David Calfee
Steve Kramer
Tracy Lee
Louie the Locksmith
Alison McGuigan
Maura McHugh and Jerry Andrews
Elizabeth McQuillan and Roy Gerke
Craig and Rosemarie Montalbano
Beth  Mucatel and Lou Terminello
Ruth Mucatel
Stevenson Munro
Morton Murphy
One Hanson Place Pediatrics, PC
John W. Perry
Carole Pittelman
Ellen Polansky
Stephen Powers
Alfred Reyes
Jose Reyes
Howard Rosenzweig
Jill Salberg, Ph.D.
Nora and Homer Schaaf

G. Crossan and Margaret Seybolt
Phoebe R. Stanton
Starbucks Foundation
Susan Stolzer
Gary Thomas
Fenton Tom
Joseph Vanacore
Greg and Kathiryn Werlinich
Kristin Westfall
Charlotte Williams
Michael Wolf
Elise Zealand

$500 - $999 
Anonymous (2)
Fabrizio Aguirre
Holly Andre
Hilary Atzrott Hamburg
Hugo Barreca
Casheif Belvin
Biondi Family Fund
The  Blackbaud Giving Fund
Angela Boothe
Lisa Borodovsky
Tonya Brown
Leo Campbell
Lea Ciavarra
Dave’s Cast of Characters Inc.
Louisa de Saint Perier
Thomas Donato
John Eyerman
Scott Freeswick
Ryan Garofalo
Gilead
Sophie Gitlin
Give Lively Foundation
Goldman Sachs & Company
Luis Grajeda
Fred Graver
Sharon Hardy
Miranda Hayes
Patricia Huezo
Robyn Jacobson
Maria Killeen
Stephen Kipp
Daniel Kracov
Sean Leahy
Michael Levins
Paul Martin
Debra McCall
Margie M. McHugh
Diamond McIntosh

Matthew McKenna and Sarah Block
Dana Medema
Jill Mullings
Edward O’Donnell
Dana Potthoff
Sharon Pyle
Robert Reers
Heather Reisner
Stephen Roman
Antonia Sanchez
Suzanne Santos
Robert Schanz
Lori Semeraro
Umair Sheikh
Langzhou Song
Penelope Stanton
Starfire Protection
Thea Enterprises
Anisha Vachani
Amy Weinberg-Kowalyk
Ira Schreger 
Suyin So
Matthew Thompson
Amy Weinberg
Michael Wolf

$100 - $499 
Anonymous (2)
Tatyana Ahlers
Al & Peggy  Dematteis Family 
Foundation
Paul Marsolini 
Alexander Arato
Jane Azia

continued...

Special
Thanks!

Thank you to our employees 
who took part in our Employee 

Giving Campaign!

Rising Ground employees 
contributed close to $54,000  

this year. Funds from this 
campaign support special 

initiatives in our programs, as 
well as assist people we support 

in need during emergencies.
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Mal L. Barasch
Meredith Barber
Carolynn Barry
Ira Bartfield
Patti Bayross
Robin Beckhard
Judith Benitez
Mitchell Berman
Thomas Block
Stephen Boak
Jose Bonilla
Georgia Boothe
Blake Bradford
Carole Brawer
Terren Brown
Renee Brown
Prentice Burgdoerfer
Vanessa Burrell
Camilla A. Burrell
Yahveh Calderon
Lea Caplan
Jessica S. Carballal
Hazel M. Carter
Lynn Carter
Thomas Cartolano
Charlene Channer
Helen Chayefsky
Jo Chen
Cohen Family Giving Fund
Vincent Cohen
Cristina Concepcion
Georgette Conroy
Andrew Cox
West Cruz
Claudine Dalberiste
Rickie Daniels
Rasheeda Davis
Carolyn De Los Santos
Nicole Decker
Katherine Donovan
Pierre-Michel and Elizabeth Duverger
Earth Share
Kendall Elliott
Teresa Elwert
Empire City Motorcycle Club
Grisel Estrada
Munesta Faulkner
Yamille Fermin
Beverly Ffolkes-Bryant
First American Equipment Finance
Michelle Flores

Eamonn Foley
Richard Foos
Shalena Forde
Jeff Gandel
Katherine L. Gardner
Ruth Gastel
Garfield Gayle
Arun K. Ghosh
Emily Giacoman
Lane Gifford
Robin Gilenson
Patricia Gilhooley
Jennifer Ginsburg
Joseph Giordano
Ellen Golackson
Omar Gomez
Yolanda Gonzalez
Google
Edward Gorch
Henry Green
Alfonzo and Doris Grimes
Ann Haddad
Susan M. Harris
Priscella Hassan
Bonnie Haydon 
Andrea Hektor
Olga Hooker
Eric Huang
Jack and Mindy Hyman
Melanie Jacks
Sharmin Jones
Christina Jones
Peggy Jones
Michael Keane
Joseph P. Keiffer
Elizabeth Kirkham
Alberta Knowles
Amanda Kush
Robain Lafleur
Patrick Lattin
Denise LaVan
Philip Lee
Lucia Lengua
Valerie Linabury
Robert Losonsky
Lubrano Ciavarra Architects, PLLC
Kamel Lyons
Grant Mahler
Paulina Antonio Marcos
Stephen Matos
Jeremy Matz
Elizabeth McCarthy

Shanikwa McIntyre
Camille McPherson
Hileisy Mendez Cuevas
Calvin Mew
Alsuna Millington
Stefanie Montanez
Jeffrey Moore
Jeanette Morocho
Julie Morris
Fran Moskowitz
Selvena Mosley
Marvin Nierenberg
Claudette Ogilvie
Roger Oliver
Linda Oliver
Alessandro and Lara Olivieri
Ade Omotade
Dolores L. Osborne
Michelle Ottley Donor
Iva Perlman
Joseph Person
Thomas Phelan
Robert Picerni
Kamini Pierre
Saundra Pinn
Marcy Litvak and William Pockman
Avian Pope
Ian Prendergast
Charlene Quesada
Faustine Quinn
Lisa Quinones
Dianna Raedle
Cynthia Ramirez
Darrell Randolph
Cynthia Randria
Nicole and Kurt Rebori
Althea Reid
Andrew Reyes
Rafael Rivera
Sahira Rivera
Travis Rodgers
Gipsys Rodriguez
Neal H. Rosenberg
George Roth and Cheryl Raney
Dana J. Russell
Rachel Safferstone
Peter Schaffer
Melinda Schroeder 
Alice Schwarz
Linden Scott
Alan Seget
Jatava Sevorwell
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Stefanie Ribeiro
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Jaime Rose
Jennifer Salazar
Maria Santana
Jennifer Scott
ServiceNow
SoFi
Ruth Solie
Sound Point Capital       
     Management, LP
Store Front Plus, Corp.
Skye Suttie
Thea Enterprises
Evan Vandenabeele
Varde
Allen and Brina Waxman
Lori Weaver
WhiteCap Search
Paul Whitman
Zamora Entertainment

Mustafaa Shakur
Shutterfly
Ms. Ronni Silver
Jill Simonson
Calvin Sims
Josiah Slotnick
Cheryl L. Small
Freda Soiffer
Richard Solomon
Suress Spencer
Toni Spencer
Aaron and Martha Spital
Cynthia E. Stanislous
Madonna Starr
Elizabeth Staton
Aggie B. Stefanowicz
Richard Tartt
Susie Teal
Jill Testa
Alton Thornton 
Ronnie Threadgill
Ruth Tokarczyk
Steve Torres
Arvella D. Tucker
Louis J. Tufano
Rosanna De La Rosa Tupette
Michael Uveges
Carmen Vargas-Rosa
Sara Vecchiotti
Nancy Velasquez
Jason Vilchis
William Wade
Suzanne Wagner
Derreck Walker
Peter Wanner
Atiya Ward
David and Susan Ward
Thomas Watson
Michael Waxman
Lucy West
Jennifer D. White
Elaine Williams
Elizabeth Willse
Sarah Wolff
Sandra Woods
Leslie A. Wright
Michelle Xie
Donald Zucker
Judith Zuckerman

*deceased

9HUGS
Alliance Building Services
American Express Company
Margery E. Ames, Esq.
Joan Ames Berkowitz
Arcesium	
Adam Bareham
Jonathan Berkowitz
Bollore Logistics
Angela Boothe
Kailey Burger
Leo Campbell
Thomas Cartolano
Charlene Channer
Kristin Cummings
FCB North America
Yamille	 Fermin
Finra
Fisher Brothers
FOX
Matt Gallo
Kelly Halpern
Helaina
Karina Herrera
HI Insights
HighWire Public Relations
Nancy Hruska
Harvey Kreiswirth
Dana Lauchner
Courtney Lazzari
Le Casa De Los Chivos
Rachel Lee
Allana Mahon-Rhule
Christopher McEntee
Alessandra Morgante Cartolano
Linda Nagle
Christine Noel
Peter O’Connell
Pandora Jewelry
Rapid SOS
Related Companies
RF Binder Partners

Donations in Kind

9HUGS
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New York, NY 10018-1064
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