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mission
Driven by the belief that each of us can thrive 
when life has hope and opportunity, Rising Ground 
provides caring support and proven paths to positive 
change, helping children, adults, and families rise 
above adversity.

vision
Rising Ground envisions a future for New York 
where every child has an equal opportunity to 
succeed; where vulnerable individuals and families 
have the resources and support they need; where 
people with disabilities can access opportunity and 
fully participate in their communities; and where all 
are supported as they navigate life’s challenges and 
positively direct their lives.

values
Rooted in an unshakeable belief in every individual’s 
ability to change and grow, we value accountability, 
connection, tenacity, and service as we help 
children, adults, and families pursue their dreams 
and goals.

helping children, 
adults, and 
families thrive!
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Foster Care, Residential & 
Shelter Programs

Family Stabilization 
Programs

Special Education & 
Community Schools

Early Childhood 
Centers

Justice for Youth &
Families Programs

Intellectual / Developmental 
Disabilities Services

Community Health 
Initiatives

Administration

STEPS to End Family 
Violence Programs

Together, we 
forge positive 
paths all across 
New York City

50
programs

71
sites across New 
York City & Westchester

more than

10,000
direct program participants

more than

25,000
family members supported

2



2020 was certainly not like any other.  While the norms for all of us were 
upended, the health, mental health, and economic impacts of the pandemic 
have been real and uneven.

Despite the many challenges, Rising Ground continued to provide vital 
supports and resources to New Yorkers — more than 25,000 children, adults, 
and families who face various forms of adversity that have been compounded 
by the hardships of the global health crisis and its economic impacts.

Since 1831, we have continually evolved to meet the needs of New York 
City communities. Moments in our 190-year history have required Rising 
Ground and our supporters like you to step up to overcome exceptional 
circumstances. To meet the needs of this particularly trying time required 
resilience, innovation, and dedication. This has been true of our direct-
care staff who showed up and continued to provide support for those in 
our residential programs, as well as our educators who engaged students 
remotely utilizing technology and innovative approaches, and our community 
services co-workers who provided clinical and concrete support by phone, 
video, and in homes and outdoors to meet children, adults, and families 
where they need us most.   

In these pages, we share some of the stories of how Rising Ground was able 
to continue creating positive paths forward for New Yorkers despite the 
challenges of this year. We also share some updates about how we have been 
able to evolve and add new programs during this time. And of course, in this 
Annual Report, we recognize and thank our donors, funders, and volunteers.

To continue our life-affirming work required the unwavering support and 
generosity of donors like you. In a time when funding is among the many 
uncertainties we face, your support is as vital as ever. 

Thank you!

Matt Del Percio
Board President

Alan Mucatel
Chief Executive Officer

Your support is vital as we 
continue creating hope and 
opportunity for New York!

FROM OUR LEADERS
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Rising Ground Leadership
Alan Mucatel
Chief Executive Officer

Belinda Conway
Executive Vice President, Chief Operating Officer

H. Aldervan Daly
Executive Vice President, Institutional Advancement

Elliot Hagler
Executive Vice President, Chief Financial Officer

Susan Sampogna
Executive Vice President, Chief Program Officer
for Residential & Community Programs

Dr. Angela White
Executive Vice President, Chief Program Officer 
& Superintendent of Schools

Elise Zealand
Executive Vice President, General Counsel

Diana Amado
Senior Vice President for Immigration Services

Ryan Garofalo
Senior Vice President for Intellectual & 
Developmental Disabilities Services

Carlton Mitchell
Senior Vice President for Children & Family Services

Roanica Paisley
Senior Vice President for Human Resources

Anne Patterson
Senior Vice President for STEPS to End Family Violence

Jose Reyes
Senior Vice President for Performance, 
Evaluation & Monitoring

Matt Del Percio
President

Margery E. Ames, Esq. 
Vice President

José Martin Jara
Vice President

Carol Chen
Treasurer

G. Crossan Seybolt, Jr.
Secretary

Susan S. Benedict
Judith Benitez
Mark Broude
Tony Cirincione
Joyce R. Coppin-Mondesire
Thomas Gallagher
Brigette R. McLeod-Williams
Karen Myrie
Ellen Polansky
Robert Schanz
David Theobald
Duncan Turnbull
Kim Walker
Allen Waxman

Members Emeriti
Carol Oughton Biondi 
Frank J. Biondi, Jr.* 
J. Dennis Delafield 
William A. Kirk, Jr.*
Frances R. Olivieri, Esq. 
Elizabeth M. Renyi
Phoebe R. Stanton

*deceased
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Left: Donors cheers as emcee Chuck 
Nice presents our 2020 Virtual 

Gala in September. Right: Board 
Member Margery Ames presents a 

memorial tribute to former Board 
Member Larry B. Thompson as part 

of our Virtual Gala.
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Rising Ground touches the lives of more than 25,000 New York children, adults, and 
families. In 2020, while how we had to operate changed due to the pandemic, our 
enormous, positive impact has remained. The Covid-19 pandemic shut down so much 
in the city.  Yet, the needs we address did not go away. For many, the health and 
economic crisis made difficult circumstances even harder. New challenges arose as 
both our staff and the people we support faced an unprecedented level of uncertainty. 
Throughout the year, we were able to adapt, evolve, and meet the needs of the 
community and those we support. Amid the pandemic, we even continued to expand 
our programs and apply our experience and expertise to new populations.

ParentChild+

delivering on promises
ParentChild+ is an early literacy program in which Early Learning 
Specialists visit the home of families with young children twice a week, 
bringing books and educational toys to advance young children’s 
literacy. Team members model for parents reading, play, and 
interactions that promote learning and early development. 

During the pandemic, educational visits were conducted 
virtually, but our staff were also able to provide a safety 

net for many at-risk families. More than 95 percent of 
the families we support live below the poverty line and 

were particularly vulnerable to health and economic risks 
associated with the pandemic. Parents shared concerns and 
needs with our staff. In response, ParentChild+ Coordinator 
Jeanette Morocho (right) organized special deliveries to 
families. In addition to the books and toys needed to complete 
the program, the team provided necessities like diapers, food, 
and protective gear. “During the pandemic, we were able to be 
in contact with our families on a weekly basis, so we got to see 
a picture of what their needs were,” explains Morocho. “Many 
of them were worried about food. Most of them had someone 
in the home who lost a job. They were worried about how they 
were going to provide for their families. I am thankful that we 
have been able to provide basic-needs items to help these 
families during this difficult time.”

meeting needs in challenging times
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ParentChild+ expands to serve a new neighborhood community
Rising Ground’s ParentChild+ program gives parents with young children the skills and 
resources to best serve as their children’s first and most important teacher. Over the years, 
we have worked with low-income families in the Bronx and expanded our reach by working 
with childcare providers and reaching homeless and housing-insecure families. In 2020, we 
expanded these same services to the East New York neighborhood of Brooklyn, bringing our 
successful implementation of this national program to a new borough.



New initiatives in foster care put parents front and center
Rising Ground launched two new initiatives in our Family Foster Care program 
that further assist parents as they reunite with their children. We grew our 
co-parenting work. This effort sees foster parents not just caring for children 
during a particularly unstable time in their young lives but also assisting parents 
by keeping them engaged with their children while separated. Although an 
innovative approach in New York City, shared parenting has been shown to 
reduces stress for children in foster care, speed family reunification, and enhance 
the family’s ability to stay together after a child returns. In 2020, we were one 
of two organizations selected to partner with the New York City Administration 
for Children’s Services, to employ parents who themselves have been involved 
in the foster care system as advocates to support parents with children in foster 
care. Having personally experienced the intrusion of the child welfare system in 
their own lives and the accompanying emotions — anger, resentment, frustration, 
and sorrow — that families often feel when a child is removed from them, parent 
advocates are uniquely able to support parents on their journey to being reunited 
with their children.

Foster Care amps up efforts to help youth access higher education
In 2020, we increased the resources, skills training, and advocacy available to 
young adults as they leave foster care as well as supporting former foster care 
youth up until age 26. We amped up our supports to youth who may pursue 
college education. Recognizing that historically only 20 percent of youth in foster 
care go to college and only 3 percent graduate, a College Specialist has joined 
our team. In addition to providing support and guidance to 17 youth already in 
college, she arranges college tours for high school students as they explore 
opportunities available to them.

stepping in & stepping up
Family Foster Care
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Excellence In Practice
As our Family Foster Care team 
helps children, youth, and families 
thrive, our efforts are not going 
unnoticed. The New York City 
Administration for Children’s 
Services honored two team 
members with ‘Excellence In 
Practice’ awards. Case Planner 
Olukayode Ojo was honored in 
September 2020 for his dedication 
to baby Kaylin, as described 
above. Co-Parenting Facilitator 
Michele Favale was honored 
in February 2021 for her work 
implementing the co-parenting 
and parent advocate efforts.

Baby Kaylin was 8 days old when she was placed in the home of foster parent Sharon Henry in October 
2019. When the Covid-19 pandemic quickly sent New York City into lockdown months later, the family 
hunkered down to keep Kaylin and themselves safe. However, Ms. Henry was hospitalized in April 
2020 for pre-existing health conditions and, while in the hospital, contracted Covid-19. She never came 
home to her family and to continue caring for Kaylin. Her sister, Marjorie Allen, both lived in the same 
house and, as her emergency backup, had received foster parent training. Case Planner Olukayode Ojo 

stayed in constant contact with the family throughout the period, but he had anticipated finding 
a new home for Kaylin when he received news of Ms. Henry’s death. “The first 

thing the family asked me was ‘Mr. Ojo, we’d like to care for this baby until 
she returns to her mother, is it possible?’” he recalls. “So, we made 

it happen.  She’s done an excellent job, and I’m proud of them and 
grateful to them.” Throughout the pandemic, Mr. Ojo and Ms. Allen 
have cared for Kaylin and kept her safe as they coordinate increased 
interaction with her mother, who is on track to reunify with her 
daughter. “I was expecting my sister to come back home to take 
care of Kaylin, but that never happened. Sharon meant the world 
to us, and I can’t believe she’s gone,” Ms. Allen says. “We love this 
baby so much, and this would have been my sister’s wish — to see 
Kaylin stay here until she goes back home with her mother.”



Justice For Youth 
& Families
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Biondi School expands offerings to children with autism
Our Biondi Education Center opened two classrooms for children with autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD) this year after receiving approval from the New York State Education 
Department. Rising Ground offers early childhood support to very young children 
exhibiting signs of autism in our preschools, especially at the Children’s Learning Center, 
which focuses on supporting such children and their families. By opening a Kindergarten 
and first grade classroom, with plans to continue growing to subsequent grades, 
children from our special education preschools can now stay in the Rising Ground family. 
Biondi already has a culture of providing hands-on, individualized support to students 
with learning disabilities, emotional disorders, and other health impairments. Biondi has 
added to its team teachers trained and experienced in working with students with ASD 
who will offer educational and therapeutic services.

Justice For Youth & Families programs support youth leaving Rikers
As Covid-19 posed an increased risk for incarcerated populations, New York City moved 
to fast-track efforts to get youth out of Rikers. With a track record of success in helping 
youth with past involvement in court and juvenile justice systems, Rising Ground was 
selected to provide Functional Family Therapy (FFT) services to youth and their 
families to assist with the re-entry into the community. Through this evidence-based 
model, clinical teams from our Family Stabilization and Justice for Youth & Families 
departments are working with older teens and their families to build a healthy family 
foundation. Each family starts with an assessment of their family dynamics and the 
specific needs to be addressed, and we engage families on an ongoing basis for 3-4 
months as youth return home and into the community.

keeping connected

At the start of the pandemic, 
staff from many programs 
reported that families they 
support were experiencing 
concerns about access to food 
and financial hardship. Many 
community partners stepped 
in to donate meals and food 
staples, which were made 
available to families through 
our Soundview Family Resource 
Center (below) and other 
programs.

Our My Next Move credible messenger mentoring program provides guidance and positive 
support for youth who have been involved with, or who are at risk of involvement with, the juvenile 

justice system. The Justice For Youth & Families program has met for years in both the Bronx and Brooklyn to 
bring young people together to discuss their lives and explore how to make positive decisions. The groups are led 
by “credible messengers,” mentors who have been through similar experiences. The program also allows youth 
to engage in group discussions and create systems of support among themselves. When the Covid-19 pandemic 
started, in-person meetings were no longer possible, so our mentors quickly adjusted to make sure the youth we 
support stayed connected, engaged, and inspired to continue on positive paths. In addition to hosting meetings 
online, Coordinator Calvert Tonge and mentors Chazz Lynes 
and Nimotali Edidi delivered special incentives, essential 
items, and take-out food (one of the highlights for many 
youth of the weekly meetings) out into the community. As 
restrictions eased over time, groups came back together 
for socially distanced meetings outside. “It has been so 
important to keep the youth engaged during the pandemic,” 
says Tonge. “We have formed relationships with the youth 

that allow them to trust us and look to us 
for guidance. To lose those connections, 
especially during such an uncertain and 
trying time, there would definitely be a 
risk of youth feeling lost, isolated, or to 
backtrack into past patterns that led to 
their court involvement in the first place.”



Rising Ground launches restorative justice program 
for survivors of gender-based violence
Expanding our gender-based violence services, including our historic work with 
criminalized survivors, Rising Ground launched our Restorative Justice program this 
year. Through the initiative, we provide community-based programming and supervision 
for survivors of gender-based violence in lieu of a jail sentence. Our services are designed 
to meet the complex needs of survivors using two interventions - Seeking Safety and 
Beyond Violence - along with a variety of evidence-based trauma treatment approaches. 
Seeking Safety is an evidence-based, present-focused counseling model to help people 
attain safety from trauma. Beyond Violence is an evidence-based curriculum for women 
in criminal justice settings with histories of violence. These two models are specifically 
designed to enhance clients’ decision-making, self-management, and interpersonal 
skills. The program will provide post-mandate services and keep them engaged for an 
additional 6-12 months.

JustUs supports young women of color at risk of criminalization
At the intersection of systemic racism and gender bias, women of color — particularly 
those who identify across the LGBTQ+ spectrum — experience disproportionate 
representation among those involved in juvenile and criminal justice systems. In 
response, Rising Ground is partnering with Girls for Gender Equity (GGE) to launch 
JustUs, New York City’s first ever gender-responsive diversion program for girls and 
other gender-nonconforming youth who are involved with or at risk of involvement in the 
juvenile justice system. JustUs is a three-year demonstration project funded by New York 
City and inspired by years of work by the Task Force on Ending Girls Incarceration in New 
York City. “We begin with a holistic process to understand who each human is, where they 
are coming from, what they need, what they want, and how we can best support them so 
that they can thrive,” says Helianis Quijada Salazar, Director of JustUs, “We then draw up 
a plan for what each girl needs to make that a reality.”

The Covid-19 pandemic brought New York City to a halt, but for our schools and programs that work to encourage 
proper development, a delay to progress was not an option. From our special education preschools to our Biondi 
Education Center and Residential Treatment Center, teachers, clinicians, and other staff jumped into action to 
make sure children, youth, and families were equipped to keep learning. In accordance with guidelines set by 
the New York State Education Department, all schools went online. Teachers worked with parents and brought 
innovation and creativity to lessons. Staff at our Residential Treatment Center set up socially distanced virtual 
learning sessions and special academic supports for youth who stayed on campus. With time, our schools re-
opened, implementing social distancing, safety protocols, and adapted activities that fostered continued education 

and growth. Biondi was able to do so without having to close school a single day because 
of a Covid case. “Across our educational programs, we support 

young people who face a number of challenges — learning 
disabilities, emotional and behavioral challenges. In the work 
we do with students of all ages, we work to set goals and 
constantly make steps forward,” says Dr. Angela White, 
Superintendent of Schools. “The pandemic posed a huge 
risk to the progress of so many of the students we support. 
Our staff demonstrated so much dedication and 
innovation in making sure we were able to 

continue that progress, first online and then in 
person, all while keeping everyone safe.”

learning despite disruption
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Education &
Early Childhood

As in-person activities went 
online, technology became 
essential for the people we 
support across programs to 
continue to learn, grow, and 
thrive. We were fortunate to 
get some help from community 
donors who donated tools to 
make sure their neighbors were 
able to continue participating 
in these programs. Empire 
BlueCross BlueShield provided a 
$10,000 grant to provide laptops 
for people in our Day Habilitation 
program for adults with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. The Loyalty 
Foundation and Robin Hood 
Foundation donated computers 
to youth in our schools 
and early childhood 
programs.



FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2020

financial statements

Public funding sources include 
New York City Administration for 

Children’s Services, New York City 
Department of Education, New 
York City Department of Youth 
and Community Development, 

New York City Human Resources 
Administration, New York City 

Department of Probation, New 
York City Mayor’s Office of Criminal 

Justice, Center for Court Innovation,
New York City Council, Office of the 

New York District Attorney, New York 
State Office of Children and Family 

Services, New York State Education 
Department, New York State Office

for People With Developmental 
Disabilities, New York State Office 

of Victim Services, U.S. Department 
of Health & Human Services 

Office of Head Start and Office of 
Refugee Resettlement, Medicaid, 
Westchester County Department 

of Social Services, Westchester 
County Department of Health, and 

local school districts of Nassau, 
Westchester, Rockland, Putnam 

and Orange counties, and the state 
of Maine’s Department of Social 

Services. 

Rising Ground is funded
through several public

sources, as well as 
through the generous 

support of our Board of 
Directors, individuals,

foundations, and 
corporations.

FINANCIAL POSITION

Liabilities & Net Assets
Liabilities
      Current Liabilities 
      Long-Term Liabilities 
Net Assets
      Unrestricted 
      Restricted 

Total Liabilities & Net Assets

$63,905,915      
$38,124,152   

      $25,781,763    
$11,859,459

      $7,382,993   
      $4,476,466    

$75,765,374

Assets
Cash & Cash Equivalents
Investments 
Accounts Receivable 
Contributions Receivable   
Prepaid Expenses 
Assets Limited as to Use
Other Assets 
Fixed Assets - Net 

Total Assets

$1,136,921
$12,210,772
$19,777,992

$232,185
$2,693,561
$6,628,951
$4,422,728

$28,662,264

$75,765,374

Auditors: BDO USA, LLP 
622 Third Avenue, Suite 3100 • New York, NY 10017 
A copy of Rising Ground’s most recent audited financials is available upon request.
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Revenue & Other Support
Government Contracts 
Individual, Foundation & Corporate Contributions 
Special Events 
      Direct Costs of Special Events 
Investment Income & Interest
Other Operating Income
In-Kind Contributions

Total Revenues

$132,718,106
$1,456,941

$380,919
($89,936)
$635,913

$1,209,778
$120,312

$136,432,033

While a large portion of Rising Ground’s 
funding comes from public contracts, 
individual and corporate contributions are 
critical to ensuring we can provide the 
highest quality of support to help New York 
City area children, adults, and families 
overcome adversity.

Thank you 
for your support!
Learn more and donate at 
RisingGround.org/Donate

CHILD WELFARE 
$56,654,451

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
$14,914,949

JUVENILE JUSTICE 
$14,394,876

OPERATING EXPENSES
Program Services
Supporting Services
     Management & General 
     Fundraising

Total Expenses

$122,939,312
$15,282,530

  $14,516,698   
$765,832   

$138,221,842

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
$10,446,224

PREVENTIVE SERVICES 
$5,190,306

MANAGEMENT
& GENERAL
$14,516,698

FUNDRAISING 
$765,832

89%
of funds received 

go to direct 
service

INTELLECTUAL & 
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

$21,338,506
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$100,000+ 
Anonymous   
Booth Ferris Foundation  
Neil & Roula Clark  
The Pinkerton Foundation 

$50,000 - $99,999 
Alliant Insurance Services, Inc. 
BNY Mellon
The Edith Glick Shoolman
     Children’s Foundation  
The New York Community Trust
Redlich Horwitz Foundation
Beth & Tom Renyi 
Trinity Church Wall Street 

$25,000 - $49,999 
The Boston Foundation  
Joan Ganz Cooney  
Gould Trust Leake & Watts 
     Child Home, Inc.  
Mary McDermott & 
     William Jongeward  
Public Prep Network 
Sills Family Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999 
Margery E. Ames, Esq. 
Atlantic Tomorrow’s Office 
Susan & Rodman Benedict 
Mark Broude & Susan 
     Zuckerman Broude  
Anthony Cirincione 
Joyce Coppin Mondesire
Dave Thomas Foundation 
     for Adoption
Matthew & Caroline Del Percio 
EY
Anita-Agnes Hassell & 
     Gerald Hassell
The Hyde & Watson Foundation 
Lamb Financial Services 
The Louis B. Calder Foundation
Martin Maleska
Brigette R. McLeod-Williams &
     Carl Williams
Thomas & Linda Mellina  
The Motion Picture Club Foundation
Nick & Lisa Preddice  
Prudential Financial  
The San Francisco Foundation 
Sarah Stein 
The Bulova Stetson Fund
The Thomas & Agnes 
     Carvel Foundation  

$5,000 - $9,999
BKD, LLC  
Chem Rx
Carol Chen & 
     Harvey Kreiswirth 
Joseph & Lesley Hoopes
Regina Burke-Jones & 
     Richard R. Jones 
Deborah McLean & 
     Keith L. Kearney 
Brian Mackler
Members Handicapped 
     Children’s Fund, Inc. 
Alan Mucatel 
Mutual of America 
Sarah I Schieffelin 
     Residuary Trust 
Scotty Electric Corp.
Thendara Foundation 
Theobald Foundation 
USI Insurance Services 
Kim Walker 
Patrick Walsh 
Allen & Brina Waxman 
Williamsbridge Professional, LLC
Workforce Professional 
     Training Institute 
Yonkers Economic 
     Development Corporation

$2,500 - $4,999 
Antenucci Mechanical Inc. 
Belinda Conway  
Empire BlueCross BlueShield
Enterprise Fleet Management
Excelorate Foundation
Federation of Protestant 
     Welfare Agencies 
Hive  
Nancy Hruska
IBM
Jackson Lewis PC 
Law Offices of James 
     M. Abramson, PLLC
Carlton Mitchell

Susan Sampogna
Sher Tremonte LLP
TD Bank 
TemPositions 
Elise Zealand

$1,000 - $2,499 
Aetna Health Plans
Lee & Jeanne Allen 
Rory Altman 
Diana Amado 
Bank United  
Meredith Barber
Cecelia Beirne
Kathryn Benedict
The Bonadio Group
G. Christopher Borrero
Nykisha Brown
Caph Contracting Excavation 
     & Building Contractors
Benjamin F. Crane
Lisa Crook 
Crown Janitorial Products
 H. Aldervan Daly 
     & James G. Murphy
DeMatteis Family
Mitchel Edwards 
Ryan Garofalo
Goldman Sachs & Company
Elliot Hagler  
Harrison Edwards, Inc.
Klearview Appliances
Alberta Knowles
Stuart Lewis 
Lubrano Ciavarra 
     Architects, PLLC 
Carolyn B. Mandelker
Paul Martin 
Elizabeth McQuillan 
     & Roy Gerke 
David & Lynn Melby
The Mommyheads
Donald & Dorothy Monks
Ruth Mucatel
Stevenson Munro

Rising Ground is deeply 
grateful to all our 
supporters and partners!
We have made every effort to create an accurate report 
of donors for the period from July 1, 2019, to June 30, 
2020. If we have inadvertently omitted your name or 
listed it incorrectly, please bring this to our attention at 
Development@RisingGround.org.

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2020

donors
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Karen Myrie
Michael Oates
Olivieri Johnston 
     Family Foundation
One Hanson Place Pediatrics
Vincent & Linda Pacilio
Anne Patterson  
Brian Paul & Gale Ami 
     Nadelson-Paul
Philadelphia Insurance 
     Companies  
Ellen Polansky
Christine Questel-Leon
Frances Resheske
Sansom Foundation, Inc.
Pratap Sarker  
Nora & Homer Schaaf
Robert Schanz
Servco Industries
Sister Helen Travis HDFC
Penelope Stanton
Sterling National Bank
Treacy Brothers
Rozaliya Tsaneva
Olga Tsoudis  
Tess H. Wachs
Mary Ann Wall  
Greg & Kathiryn Werlinich
Angela White
   
$500 - $999 
Yezid Acosta 
Arnold & Porter
Casheif Belvin
Moran Brown  
Tonya Brown  
Ray Butler  
Rene Butler 
Kate Corgel  
Joie D. Delafield
Garfunkel Wild P.C.
Angela Ghiozzi
Greg Gibson & 
     Joshua Kaufman 
Gold Supply Group, Inc.
Scott Goldstein
Yolanda Gonzalez
Steven Grant 
Alexander Gropper
Benjamin Gross
Angela Harris
Victor Harte 
Michael R. Hekle
Hugh Hogan  
HP, Inc. 
Robyn Jacobson  
Evelyn Kalibala 
Peter Karrer 
Whitman Knapp
Carol I. Kover 
Dan Kracov 
Patrick Lattin
Eric Liu 
Niles & Kimberly Lunetta
Maya & Edward Manley 
Margaret M. McHugh
Ramona McLean

Jennifer Heller Monness
Edith & Rich Morris
Beth Mucatel & 
     Lou Terminello 
Steven Ortiz 
Roanica Paisley
Lisa Quinones 
RDL Security Solutions, LLC
Jose Reyes 
Howard Rosenzweig
Rosin Steinhagen Mendel 
     Attorneys at Law
Stephanie Rossi
Suzanne Santos
G. Crossan & Margaret Seybolt
David Theobald
Ruth Tokarczyk
Jack & Kim Toone
Sebastiano Visentini
Kristen Wolf 
David Wong
Ethylene & John Ziegler
Antonio Zumbo
   
$100 - $499 
Dishon Ahing  
Leanore Anastasio
Daryl Anderson
Diana Anicet 
Aquatic Recreational 
     Management, Inc.
Jeannie Ashford  
Marya Baker
Joseph Barakat
Beverly Bartfeld
Melanie Bean
Emily Ben Nathan
Donna Bernstein
Jose Bonilla 
Georgia Boothe
Perry Braun 
Alexa Brecht 
Conor Brennan-Burke
Claire Brezel 
Renee Brown  
Terren Brown
Donald & Janice Burriesci
Kumar Busgeeth
Marilyn & Marshall 
     Butler Foundation 
Ryuk & Sarah Byun
Sheryl Campbell
Alexandra Carmichael
Suzanne Carrazza
Ralph Carswell
Patricia A. Chabla 
Jacqueline Charity
Helen Chayefsky
Lydia & Andrew Cohen
Vincent Cohen
Kimberly Coleman
James Collins
Brian Convey
Susan & Francis Corcoran
West Cruz
Justin Csenge
Katherine Cunningham

Jennifer D’Agostino
Gordon Dale  
Rickie Daniels
Abigail A. David
Carolyn De Los Santos 
Stephen & Allison Del Percio
Andrea Diaz
Janine Dimitrakakis 
Anthony Donadio
Pierre & Elizabeth Duverger
Glenn Edwards
Robert Egan
Yegor Elkin
Jack Esterson
Sheila Evans
John Eyerman
Peter Ezrin
Michael Fabian
Jennifer Fagenson
Munesta Faulkner 
Adam Feldman 
David Feldman
Beverly Ffolkes-Bryant
Shyanne Figueroa Bennett
Michelle Flores
Eamonn Foley  
Catherine Forbes &
     Pitsch Karrer 
Thomas Foronjy
Christopher Freeman
Thomas & Rebecca Gallagher
Garfield Gayle  
Gloria Ora Gelberg
Enid L. Gifford
Gift Finders International
Robin Gilenson
Patricia Gilhooley
Jennifer Ginsburg 
Jennifer Goerlich
Beth Golden 
Fatima Goldman
David Goldstein
Google 
Edward Gorch 
Ilona Gouveia
Luis Grajeda 
Henry Green 
Katherine Greissman
Alfonzo & Doris Grimes
Kathryn Grody & 
     Mandy Patinkin 

Justin Gunnell 
Kelly Halpern
Cindy Handler
Miranda Hayes
Michelle Hennessey
Cathy Hickey 
Holbrook Cottage, Inc.
David Hopkins
Gail Houck 
Barbara Hruska
Jack & Mindy Hyman
Govind Iyengar
Melanie Jacks
Michael & Maxine Jacobson
Jennifer Jefferson 
Donald Jenkins
Jonelle Johnson
Shakia Johnson
Peggy Jones
Sharmin Jones
Shareen Jordan
Allen Kadish 
Susan Kahn
Kostas Kalafatis  
Christine Kang
Eva Kang 
Michael Keane
Ilene Kelman  
Patricia Ketterer
James Knight
Remington Knight
Brandon Koeth
Andrew Kontos
Jay Kornder 
Stanley & Tina Kraus
Julia Lajeunesse
Denise LaVan
Floyd Lawrence
Shoshana Levie
Geoffrey Lewis
LifeTouch National 
     School Studios 
Ronald Lochmann
Christian Lynch
Kamel Lyons 
Stephen Magelinski
Samir Malik 
Deborah Malveaux
Robert Mandeltort
John J. Marciano
Katy Martinez 12

SPECIAL THANKS!
Thank you to our employees who took part in 
our Employee Giving Campaign!

Rising Ground employees contributed more than
$50,000 this year. Funds from this campaign support 
special initiatives in our programs, as well as assist 
persons in need during emergencies.



Stephen Matos
Thomas McArdle
Debra McCall
Joseph McCarthy 
Shanikwa McIntyre
Nardine McLeod
Camille McPherson
Alsuna Millington
Julie Mintz
Kevin Miu
B. Ruth Montgomery 
Jeanette Morocho
Julie Morris  
Carolle Moses
Irwin L. Moss
Jane Muqaddam
Don Newcomb
Alissa Novick
Harry Oduro
Claudette Ogilvie
Linda Oliver 
Alessandro & Lara Olivieri
Evan Ortiz 
Paige Papageorgiou
Christina Partyka
Jessica Perez
Joseph Person
Richard Peterson
Patricia Petrie
Elizabeth Phillips
Theodore Pockman
Ian Prendergast
Pride Products
Faustine Quinn
Rand Commercial Services
Luis Redondo
John R. Reese

Althea Reid
Julia Reid

Heather Reisner
Jessica Rieder
Gipsys Rodriguez
Nohely Rodriguez
Stephen Roman
David Rosa 
Simon Ross
Timothy Ross
George Roth & Cheryl Raney
Anandam Roy
Shawna Royes
Holli Rubiano 
Delores Rubin 
Luke Ruckel
Dana J. Russell 
Paul Ryan 
Despina Santiago
Steven & Angela Claire Schiz
Jean Schmidt
Clare Schneider & 
     Drew Barringer 
Alice Schwarz
Elyse Shapiro
Alan Shen
Veronica Shipp
Scott Shulman
Shuly Wigs 
Wendy Silvera
Bernice Silverman
Robert Simon
Sky Advertising
Josiah Slotnick
Yvonne Smith
Christina C. Soddano
Sparkle Light Manufacturing
Cynthia E. Stanislous
Elizabeth Staton
Betty Staton Payne
Aggie B. Stefanowicz
Joanne Terminello
Andrew Thornton
Sivil Torres 

Steve Torres
Ellen Tripodi
Louis J. Tufano
Michael Uveges
Cara Vecchione
Rebecca Velanis
Nancy Velasquez
Allison Verrino
Rachel Wachs
Diane Wade
Suzanne Wagner
Denise & Robert Walsh
Atiya Ward
Annette Warren-Dickerson 
Kelly Wasserman
Amy Weinberg-Kowalyk
Peter Weitzner
Katherine Wen
Elizabeth Wentzell
Amanda Westfall
Brian White 
Daria White
Aquatic Recreational 
     Management, Inc,
Marvin F. White
Elaine Williams
Jocelyn Williams
Andrea Wong
Jayne Ho Wong
Martha Worsham
Leslie A. Wright  
Lucy Yao  
Elisabeth York
Alfonso Zamarripa

$1 - $99 
Ami Abramson
Katie Adamiak
Jordan Adelson
Samuel Ainbinder
Steven W. Altman 
Rayappa Anthoniamma
Maddy Armater
Nicholas Attard
Tiffany Barfield
Irvin Barnett
Ronnie Bauch
Tania Beaubrun
Judith Benitez
Seth Berman
Leonard W. Bernard Jr.
Sharon & Michael Billig
Rosemary L. Birardi
William Bolton
Beyinnah Bostick
Stanley Brent
Diane Brockmann
Jeanette Brown
Oliver Buchino
Jason Burton
Glenda Cadet
Ann Caglioti
Tyler Caine
Rich Canjura
Carla Caputo
Marilee Carey
Louis Carino

Alfida Cespedes
Anita Chanko
Jahir Choudhury
Andrie Clemmons
Jason Cocovinis
Linda Coffee
Jake Cohan
Jayne Cohen
Jayne Cohodas, PsyD
John & Kay Colucci
Common Justice  
Ashley Cook
Marion A. Coolen
Mary C. Cooper
Yasmin Cooper
Jonathan Cotugno
Elaine Cox
Ethel Croskey
Celine Danhier
Jennifer Dauk
Dakari Davey
Frances Davi 
Joel Davis 
Len Davis 
Stancy Davis 
Francois Dechery
Giselle Dejean
Pedro & Myrna Deleon
Marie Dell’Anna
George Desposito 
Robert Dewey
Ellen Di Tomasso
Rebecca Duabe
Kenneth J. Eisner
Georgia Ellis 
Brunilda Estrella
Sheila C. Ewall & 
     Anita S. Schlesinger 
David & Madeline Falk
Jeff Feinstein
Sidney Fiedler & Rachel Fisch
Michelle Finlay
Don Fitzpatrick
Katherine Flanagan
June Fox-Jones
Jessica Frankel
Luke Frankson
Isaac Freites Asencion 
Robert Friedner
Thomas Furnari
R. Lewis & Carol A. Gable 
Maria Garay 
Ruth Gastel 
Shari Gayda 
Vincent Gentile 
Peter Geraghty
Mike Gilmore
Jason Aaron Goebel
Ellen Goldberg
Linda Goldman
Neil J. Goldman
Diana Golia
Kyle Gonyea
Paula Gonzalez Vargas
Christopher Graves
Kevin J. Gray 
Linda Greene 

Associate Board
We are incredibly grateful for the Associate Board, a 
group of young professionals who help to expand the 
capacity and advance the mission of Rising Ground. In 
2020, the group hosted a virtual fundraiser series and 
continued to support the work of Rising Ground.

Conor Brennan-Burke
Karina Bustamante
Ryuk Byun
Sarah Byun
Alexandra Carmichael
Kate Coletti
Kate Corgel
Adam Feldman
Catherine Forbes
Thomas Gallagher
Katherine Greissman
Shirley Hambelton
Fah Islam
Jonelle Johnson
Remington Knight

Jay Kornder
Nicole Kraus
Jean Laguerre
Katy Martinez
Katia Mickisch
Luigi Racanelli
Heather Reisner
Sheldon Sumpter
Dianne Telesford-Gibbs
Rozaliya Tsaneva
Rebecca Velanis
David Wong
Alfonso Zamarripa
Emily Zarow-Lange
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Terrience Griffith
Susan Grundberg
Andrew Gyory
Jordan Hall
Alexa  Hanshaw
Marissa Hanson
Paula Headen
Elizabeth & Paul Hebner
Gregory Hein 
Abigail Hendrix
Joshua Hincapie
Fred J. Hippolyte
Jacquetta A. Hogan 
James & Kathleen Hogg 
James Hollomon  
Jerome Hopkins  
Therese Hormillosa 
Robert Huben
Troy Hugley
Muriel Hyman
Bogdan Ianev
Interfysio, LLC
Christine Jee
Beverly Jeffrey
Lorraine Jemison
Henry Johnson
Lauren Junge
Jeff Kahn
Anand Kapasi
Richard & Virginia Katon
Lisa Kaufman
Gary Kessler
Sehrish Khan
Hong Khuc
Lauren Kilmartin
Jae Kim
Nancy Klein
Eric Kohn
Nicole & Josh Kraus
Daniel Lacorazza
Jean Laguerre
Grace Lawrence
Selover Layne
Tracy Lee

Nadine Legros
Matt Lessinger
Mei-Ling Leung
Joan Lewis
Renee Lewis
Marcy Litvak
Mei Liu
Jack Livingstone
Dory Lobel
Frances Lopez
Hannah Lovejoy
Novalene A. Lovell
Ethel Macagnone
Jeffrey Manookian
Lillian Martin
Catherine Mason
Mark Massengale
Delmira McCarthy
Gloria McDowall
Tzaddi Mckenzie
Allison McNamara
Barbara H. McNenney
Tyler Menzel
Frank Mercado
Peter J. Michel
Elena Mileva
Charlie Mlecxkowski
Doris Moore
Melissa Morabito
The Morris Family
Tony Mosquera
Judith S. Murphy
Walter Napper
Elizabeth Negron
Robert Nero
Barbara Neuberger
Graciela Noriega 
Brenda O’Donnell
Semedeton Janet Ogbo
Diana Olney
Jose L. Ortiz
Melissa Padala
Jennifer Papovitch
Jerry Pecker

Ramona Lee Perez
Daniel Pernick
Bradley Perot
Stanley Pluchik
Dickson Polanco
Alexis J. Poole
Sharon Pyle
Adam Raniolo
Jeffery Ratz
Catherine Reynolds
Daniel Rivera
Ralph Rivera
Mary Rocco
Hector & Elizabeth Rodriguez
Reagan Rolon
Alan & Patricia Romefelt
Alba Rosario
Vicky Rosario
Marcus Rosenberg
Donna Rossi
Maria Rozario
Anthony Ruggieri
Maria Salvatore
Giuseppe A. Scalia
Lucy C. & James Schmeidler
Mona Schnitzler  
Faith Serrano-Pierre
Noam Shapiro
Valentina Shaulova
Susan Sheftick
Ava Shepard
Craig Shulman
Seth Silberstein
Linda Simpson
David N. Smith
Josh Smith
Tina Smithwick
Arnold Smoller
Peter Solomon
Shelia Solow
E. Patrica Somerset
Jennifer Kathleen St. Clair
Ava Stagger 
Cherlyn Staten

Lea Stern
Amy Stilwell
Patricia Streams-Correa
Jonathan Struhl
Sanford Suchow
Dianne Telesford-Gibbs
Community Synagogue 
     of Monsey
Stacy Testa
Stephen Theobald
Charles E. Thomas
Cordy Thomas
Robert & Matha Toscano
Jeff Traverso
Courtney L. Treadway
Tamara Tsoutsouris
Dale Turk
Judith Vandow
John Vanier
Elizabeth G. Vazquez
Sara Vecchiotti
Rachel Verbout
Ted Wachtel
Asuka Wada Cama
Khadijah Waldron
Sharon Wallace
Lynn Walsh
Zhi Wei Wang
Catherine Warger
Gary Weinberg
Stanley Weinberg
Mary Wheat
Nicole White
Wanda Wilken
Raymond Wilkins
Chad Williams
Saladin Rahmon Williams
Sandra Williams
Harold L. Wilshinsky
Delores M. Wilson
John Wooding
Kristen S. Yee

9 Hugs
914 United Inc.
All Souls Church
Allstate Paint Place
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., 
     Pi Iota Omega Chapter
Margery E. Ames 
Apolla Performance Wear
Asbury United Methodist Church
Avalon Bay Communities, Inc.
Bob’s Discount Furniture 
     Charitable Foundation, Inc
Sophia Body 
Break a Difference
Calvary Hospital
Candaid Foundation
Catherine Forbes & 
     Pitsch Karrer
Centric Brands
Neil & Roula Clark
Elisa Crespo
Crown Janitorial Products
Diana Da Costa 

DC Books to Prisons
Deutsche Bank Americas
Diane von Furstenberg
Council Member Rubén Diaz, Sr.
Direct Mail of New York
Empire City Motorcyle Club
Express Doors & Cabs, Inc.
EY
Michael Garcia
Council Member Vanessa 
     L. Gibson
Google
Hall Capital Partners
Hearts to Homes
Helping Hands for the 
     Homeless & Hungry, Inc.
Hive
Hunt & Fish Club NYC
Gail Ionescu
Fah Islam
Island Restaurant
Elizabeth Jay
Council Member Stephen Levin

Liberty Lines
The Loyalty Foundation
Ludlow Park 
     Homeowners Association
Macchina
Mayor’s Office of Community 
     Affairs, New York City
Mayor’s Office of Public and 
     Community Affairs, Yonkers
Mercer
Morton Williams Supermarkets
MRY
Mutual of America
National Association 
     of Hispanic Nurses
New York Cares
New York Junior League
New York Medical College
NoMad Restaurant
Pacha Soap Co.
Pajama Program
Perrine
Danya Rashid 

Michael Salas
Scarsdale Meeting House 
Bruce Schwarz
G. Crossan & Margaret Seybolt
Sigma Theta Tau International,      
     Alpha Phi Chapter, Hunter 
     College School of Nursing 
Natalie Silverstein
St. Francis Xavier Church
Adrianne Sullivan
Together We Rise
Toys for Tots
Trusted Media Brands
United Chaplains of America, 
     Yonkers
United Nations Federal 
     Credit Union
Untermeyer Performing 
     Arts Council
Urban Librarians United
The Walt Disney 
     Company
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151 Lawrence Street, Fifth Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11201

www.RisingGround.org

@RisingGroundNY


